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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-57 are currently pending in the instant application and are presently 
under consideration. 



Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. 1. m 

The declaration filed on 1 1/10/2004 under 37 CFR 1 .131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Spear, U.S. Patent No. 6,486,439 reference. The finality of the ruction 
of the last Office action is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

me„f„,e, subject ,o .he cZS ™ V <"" ain a ■»*" 

Claims 48-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to nonstatutory subject matter. 

The invention as reclied in ,he claims is merely an abstract idea ,ha, is no. within 
the technoiogical arts. Mere ideas in ,he abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature 
natural phenomena) that do no, apply. i n v„,„e, us6 , or advance the technoiogica, arts 
fail to promote the "progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., the physical sciences 
as opposed to seal sciences, for exampie, and therefore are found ,o be non-statutory 
subject matter. 
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Referring ,o claims . Mere recitation h the preamb ,e (i .e, intended use, or 
mere implication of emptying a machine a article of manufacture to perform some or 
all of ,he re*d steps does no, confer statute subject ma„er to an otherwise abstract 
id6a "- meth ° d f0r weW "H "wnmnhfa ,- mere nominal use of a 

component, albeit ««hi n the technological arts, does no, confer s,a t u,ory subject matter 

to an abstrac, idea i, the component does no, affect or affec. the underlying 

process. 

Referrinqtoclaim.M . A computer data signal or a transmission medium per se 
is not the type of subject matter that is considered statutory. If the signal or 
transmission medium claim is interpreted as an abstract arrangement "to be 
transmitted", or as a transmission in transit, rather than a physical signal staticaNy 
embedded in a physica. computer readable medium, the signal claim is considered non- 
statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



over 



Claims 1-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

Sekizawa Patent Application Publication 2003/0212929 in view of Official Notice. 

Referrinq to claim 1 . Sekizawa discloses a system for managing printing 
consumables, comprising: 

• A printer having a consumable monitor (Fig. 42A-B and paragraph 0273, 
"Further, the printer status information window is provided with a percentage 
display field and a bar graph display field indicating the toner or ink remaining 
amount contained in any status information table."); and 

• A remote system that interfaces to the printer via a network, the remote system 
adapted to facilitate management of printing consumables for the printer based at 
least in part upon information received from the consumables monitor (paragraph 
0273). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for managing welding 
consumables. The Examiner takes Officia. Notice; data identifying a type of equipment 
being monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
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of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 

above. 

Referrinq to claim ? . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the remote 
server is further adapted to facilitate ordering and/or purchasing of a consumable based 
upon information received from the consumables monitor (paragraph 0298, "The 
operator can make reference to the future consumable statistics in the network printers 
P for grasping the whole consumable consumption tendencies, thus good use of the 
statistical information can be made for determining the inventories in a service center, 
etc., and also for setting up a yearly plan of manufacturing, sales, etc., of consumables 
from the consumption amounts of the consumables"). 

Referrinq to claim 3 . Sekizawa discloses a system wherein the consumable is at 
least one of printer ink. Sekizawa does not expressly disclose wherein the consumable 
is at least one of wire, gas, flux, contact tip and consumable electrode. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of consumable being 
monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
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of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1 381 , 1 385, 217 USPQ 401 , 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of consumable because such 
consumable type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring consumables of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 
above. 

Referring to claim 4 . Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system wherein 
the wire is used for at least arc welding. 

The Examiner notes, the wherein clause merely states the result of the limitation 
in the claim and is given little patentable weight. Claim 4 is merely stating the use of the 
wire, but not necessarily claiming the arc welding procedure. 

Referring to claim 5 . Spear does not expressly disclose a system wherein the 
consumable electrode is used for at least one of arc gauging and manual shielded arc 
welding. 

The Examiner notes, the wherein clause merely states the result of the limitation 
in the claim and is given little patentable weight. Claim 5 is merely stating the use of the 
consumable electrode, but not necessarily claiming the arc gauging and manual 
shielding arc welding procedures. 

Referring to claim 6 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the 
ordering/purchasing of the consumable is further based at least in part upon a customer 
ordering model stored on the remote system (paragraph 0048). 
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Referring to claim 7 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the 
order/purchasing of the consumable is further based at least in part upon a vendor 
managed replenishment contract (paragraph 0048). 

Referring to claim 8 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein ownership of 
the consumables remain with a supplier, distributor or manufacturer until the 
consumables has been used by the customer (paragraph 0048). 

Referring to claim 9 . Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system wherein 
eguipment is leased to a customer and enforcement of the lease is performed at least in 
part based upon information received from a consumables monitor. 

The Examiner notes, the wherein clause merely states the result of the limitation 
in the claim and is given little patentable weight. Claim 9 is merely stating that the 
eguipment is leased, but not necessarily claiming the eguipment leasing procedure. 

Referring to claim 10 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the remote 
system is further adapted to enforce welding eguipment and welding software 
maintenance, service or upgrade contract, having terms that a maintenance fee is 
waived or reduced if order and usage reguirement of welding consumables is met. 

The Examiner notes, the wherein clause merely states the result of the limitation 
in the claim and is given little patentable weight. 

Referring to claim 11 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein a customer 
is invoiced by the remote system for consumables based at least in part upon 
information received from the consumables monitor (paragraph 0298). 
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Referrinq to claim 1? . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the network 
employs at least IP (paragraph 0211). 

Referrinq to claim 13 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein information 
exchanged between the welder and the remote system includes at least JAVA 
(paragraph 0017). 

Referrinq to claim 14 . Sekizawa further discloses a system comprising at least a 
LAN (abstract). 

Referrinq to claim 15 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the welder 
interfaces to the remote system via at least a local network (paragraph 0017). 

Referrinq to claim 16 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the printer 
comprises a printer quality monitor providing information regarding printer quality to the 
remote system (Fig. 35). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for monitoring welding quality. 
The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of equipment being 
monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
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monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 
above. 

Referring to claim 17 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein a customer 
is invoiced by the remote system for consumables based at least in part upon 
information regarding printing quality received from the printer quality monitor (Fig. 35). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for monitoring welding quality. 
The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of equipment being 
monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 
above. 

Referrinqtoclaim18 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the remote 
system tracks patterns of usage of consumables and/or consumables inventory levels 
(paragraph 0298). 

Referrinqtoclaim19 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the remote 
system facilitates Just-In-Time welding consumables raw material inventory 
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management to achieve low inventory and/or high service level objectives in production 
(paragraph 0298). 

Referring to claim ?0 . Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the remote 
system, at least in part upon information received from the consumables monitor, is 
adapted to perform enterprise resource planning, production capacity planning and/or 
consumables forecast planning by a consumables manufacturer, distributor and/or 
supplier (paragraph 0298). 

Referring to claims ?1-3fi . Claims 21-36 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-20. 

Referring to claim 37 . Sekizawa discloses a system for managing consumables, 
comprising: 

• Means for monitoring consumables usage (Fig. 42A-B); 

• Means for determining ordering levels for a consumable (Fig. 42A-B); and, 

- Means for ordering a consumable based at least in part upon the monitoring 
consumable usage (Fig. 42A-B). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for managing welding 
consumables. The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of equipment 
being monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 
above. 

Referrinqtoclaimsa Sekizawa discl °** a system for managing consumables, 

comprising: 

• A consumable monitor component adapted to monitor consumable usage and/or 
consumable status of a printer (Fig. 42A-B); 

• A customer component to facilitate printing resource management based at least 
in part upon information regarding consumables usage and/or consumable status 
received from the consumable monitor component (paragraph 0298); and 

• A supplier component adapted to receive information from the customer 
component to facilitate purchasing and/or ordering of printing consumables 
(paragraph 0298). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for managing weldino 
consumables. The Examiner takes Officia. Notice; data identifying a type of equipment 
being monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 
above. 

Referrinq to claim 39 , Sekizawa further discloses a system wherein the 
customer component further comprises a materials management component 
(paragraph 0298). 

Referrinq to claim 40 . Claim 40 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 

above in claim 3. 

Referrinq to claim 41 . Claim 41 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 

above in claim 4. 

Referrinq to claim 4? . Claim 42 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 

above in claim 5. 

Referrinq to claim 43 . Sekizawa discloses a system for managing consumables, 
comprising: 

• A consumable monitor for aggregating consumable usage (Fig. 42A-B); 

• An inventory replenishment component adapted to receive information from the 
aggregation component (paragraph 0298); 

. A procurement management component adapted to receive information from the 
aggregation component and to determine, at least based in part upon inventory 
data, forecast data and/or information associated with a vendor managed 
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replenishment contact, whether to initiate reordering of the consumables 
(paragraph 0298); 

• A reorder proposal component for generating a reorder proposal once the 
procurement management component has initiated reordering of the consumable 
(paragraph 0298); 

• An authorization component adapted to receive authorization for the reorder; and 
(paragraph 0298), 

• A supplier component adapted to receive the consumable reorder to facilitate 
purchasing and/or ordering of consumables (paragraph 0298). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for managing welding 
consumables. The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of equipment 
being monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983), 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 

above. 

Referrinqtoclaim44 . Claim 44 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 

above in claim 13. 
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Referrinq to claim 45 . Sekizawa discloses a method for managing consumables, 
comprising: 

• Receiving information regarding consumable usage (Fig. 42A-B); 

• Determining whether supply of a consumable has fallen below ordering threshold 
(paragraph 0298); and, 

• Ordering consumable based at least in part upon information received regarding 
consumable usage (paragraph 0298). 

Sekizawa does not expressly disclose a system for managing weldino 
consumables. The Examiner takes Official Notice; data identifying a type of equipment 
being monitored is not functionally related to the substrate of the system. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to monitor any type of equipment because such 
equipment type does not functionally relate to the substrate of the system and merely 
monitoring equipment of different types would have been obvious. See Gulack cited 

above. 

Referrinq to claim 46 . Claim 46 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 43. 

Referrinq to claim 47 . Claim 47 is rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
above in claim 43. 
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Referring to claims 48-57 . Claims 48-57 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1 -20. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Matthew Gart 
whose telephone number is 703-305-5355. This examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday, 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
746-7239 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



MSG 

Patent Examiner 
December 14, 2004 



